
Lord of the Flies – William Golding  

 

Date of  Publication and Source  
The Lord of the Flies was published in 1954. In writing the novel, Golding drew upon his experiences as a British naval 

officer during the Second World War.  

 

Writing Style  

.Golding relies heavily on figures of speech and symbols to bolster his story. Golding’s language is vivid but easy to 

understand, and the plot moves quickly. As in Animal Farm, by Golding’s countryman George Orwell, the characters 

and the action have several layers of meaning, although readers can enjoy the novel as an adventure story on its basic, 

literal level.  

 

Type of Work 
The Lord of the Flies is an allegorical novel. (An allegory is a literary work in which characters, events, objects, and ideas 

have secondary or symbolic meanings.) Lord of the Flies is also a darker retelling of a children’s adventure tale. 

Golding’s audience would have been familiar with Robinson Crusoe, written in the eighteenth century, which is about a 

shipwrecked sailor who survives by his wits before returning home to England. Golding based much of the plot and 

several of his characters on an 1858 book, The Coral Island, by Robert M. Ballantyne. Ballantyne's story recounts the 

adventures of three British boys--Ralph, Jack, and Peterkin--who survive a shipwreck and create their own little society 

on an island where pigs run wild. While it seems on the surface like a children’s adventure story in its beginning, 

Golding’s tale is a statement about man’s. 

 

Internal and External Conflict  
There are two main types of conflict in literature: external and internal. External conflict pits a person against another 

human or against an animal, an object, the forces of nature, or any other thing or things outside of him. Internal 

conflict involves a struggle between a person and his emotions or negative attributes. Both types of conflict occur in 

The Lord of the Flies. 

 

Allusions to the Bible and Greek Mythology 
Golding draws from both the Bible and Greek mythology to tell his story. While most Western audiences generally see 

the references to Genesis (paradise invaded by a serpent (the “snake”), it is not as easy to see the references to Greek 

philosophy and religion, which is represented in conflicting views of the characters as either Apollonian (analytical and 

rational) or Dionysian (disordered and instinctual).   

 

A word to the wise on cheating: Please do not put yourself in the embarrassing situation of having to copy 

answers from the internet or from one another. ANY CONSULTING OF OUTSIDE SOURCES IS UNACCEPTABLE FOR 

THIS ASSIGNMENT. Do not “get together” to answer these questions. I would rather you simply attempt a genuine 

response on your own than steal another’s. Live your academic life with integrity. If you do not, you are jeopardizing 

more than you may even realize. It’s hard to fight back from a ruined reputation, and gaining back my trust will be 

difficult. This is not an overly difficult text to read and/or listen to. The questions are not meant to be overly tricky. ANY 

student signed up for AP English should be prepared to answer these questions without assistance. If you feel you 

need to copy the answers of someone for lack of skill, preparation, or diligence, then this is not the class for you. I 

would advise dropping the class or just doing the best you can instead of cheating. Not everyone gets an A or 

deserves one, but especially not those who try to pass off another’s hard work and ideas as their own.  

 

Note: Late enrollment will not excuse a student from completing the summer assignment. Students will be given 

sufficient time to read the novel and will be tested.  

 

 



 

 

Summer Assignment  
As you read the novel, make one journal observation about each of the following in each chapter:  

 

Character conflicts, either internal or external 

Civilization versus savagery 

The developing concept of the beast 

 

 
This journal should be a Google Doc or a Word Document that you will upload on our first official day of class, whether 

it is regular or virtual class. You will receive the instructions on how to upload this, so be sure to have access to it on 

that first day of school.  

 

Ideas to will make this task a little easier: 

 

 As you read, flag the evidence you want to use for your journal entries.   

 After you finish each chapter, find a pdf version of the novel and search for your flagged passages by hitting 

Ctrl “f” and entering your search term to find that passage in the pdf. Copy and paste this into your journal.   

 This handout is also in the Huffman ISD Summer Reading folder. 

Chapter 1  What happens? “quote” (page number). Comments (Why is this important?) 

Character conflicts, either 

internal or external 

 

“I climbed a rock,” said Ralph slowly, “and I 

think this is an island.”  

“They’re all dead,” said Piggy, “an’ this is an 

island. Nobody don’t know we’re here. Your 

dad don’t know, nobody don’t know—” His 

lips quivered and the spectacles were 

dimmed with mist.  

“We may stay here till we die” (9). 

While at first the boys seemed to think 

of this is an adventure on a beautiful 

island, it now occurs to Piggy that they 

are stranded without the assistance of 

adults. His conflicts are both externally 

created by their plane crash and now 

mentally as they must learn to navigate 

surviving on their own and the fear of 

being stranded forever.  

Civilization versus savagery 

 

“This toy of voting was almost as pleasing as 

the conch. Jack started to protest but the 

clamor changed from the general wish for a 

chief to an election by acclaim of Ralph 

himself” (12)  

 

 

As Ralph blows the conch, the sound 

of the shell calls the children on the 

island, and when they get there they 

fall into the habits of the society they 

came from, but the text makes it clear 

that there is a problem brewing over 

who the leader should be. This new 

civilization has a somewhat shaky start.  

The developing concept of 

the beast 

 

“You cut a pig’s throat to let the blood out,” 

said Jack, “otherwise you can’t eat the meat.” 

“Why didn’t you—?” They knew very well why 

he hadn’t: because of the enormity of the 

knife descending and cutting into living flesh; 

because of the unbearable blood” (14). 

 

The first “beast” the boys encounter on 

the island is the piglet Jack cannot kill. 

The boys know what hunting is, but 

they are reluctant to kill another living 

thing. They are “civilized” at this point 

and do not have the experience with 

killing required of animals in a natural 

setting. The treat of “next time” looms 

large in the scene.  


